












NEWS FROM THE SHED
          By Gayle Lehman, 

        Lead Horticulturist 
  

This season promises to be exciting, 

including first up – a new Fairy Gar-
den Village in the Children’s Garden!  
Rams Masonry is in gratis creating 
stone “islands” that will be the new 
home for the fairy garden houses.  
And Kerry Kaster is hard at work 
with renovations in the Children’s 
Garden where he is transforming the 
play structure into a steamboat with 
paddle wheels, smokestacks, and a 
little library to learn and explore.

We have been cleaning out the former Fairy Garden to provide a 
new backdrop for Frida Kahlo’s Garden, Garden Installation that will 
be on display June 18 – August 11.  Presented by Opera Steamboat, 
this installation will complement the art exhibit that will be on dis-
play at Steamboat Creates. This exhibition is made possible by NEH 
on the Road, a special initiative of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. Frida Kahlo’s Garden is adapted from the exhibition, 
FRIDA KAHLO: ART, GARDEN, LIFE, organized by guest curator Adri-
ana Zavala at The New York Botanical Garden.

Other garden projects include new rock work and adding more vari-
eties of native plants in Dorothy’s Garden. The Annuals Garden will 
be planted on June 9 with the annuals donated from Tagawa Green-
houses and grown in partnership with SOROCO High School FFA.

We are thrilled to add new staff members to our team that have 
backgrounds and education in horticulture and landscape design.  
We will also continue our Horticulture Internship program this 
year with a local high school student from SOROCO’s FFA horti-
culture program.

We are adding even more expertise in the garden with the help of 
visiting volunteer Ann Frazier who will stay with us for two weeks 
and help update our plant inventory, recording, and mapping.  Ann 
is renowned horticulturist Panayoti Kelaidis’ former assistant at 
the Denver Botanic Gardens and is traveling to regional gardens 
throughout the summer to help!

It was a dry, early winter, so there is 
some damage to shrubs and some 
of the Alpine plants in the Crevice 
Garden.  A lot of snow in February 
helped keep things covered and 
made the snow pack a bit better. We 
are starting into our season on the 
dry side. My advice to everyone is 
to deep water your trees -- they will 
benefit from a long, slow drip at the 
base several times this summer.

Celebrate the trees, shrubs, plants and birds of the Yampa River 
Valley with us. Stop by the Shed and say Hi.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
The Many Hats of Mary O’Brien

By Sandi Molen, Membership and   
Visitor Services Coordinator

Meet Mary O’Brien, one of YRBP’s original gardeners. On any 
given day you will see Mary, rake or clippers in hand, tending 
and loving the garden beds, including the Medicinal Garden, 
one of the Botanic Park’s first gardens -- and one that Mary 
planted herself and still maintains today.

Mary is passionate about sharing her love of the plant world 
and empowering others in “how to become sustainable 
caretakers of Mother Earth.”

A Colorado native and mother of two, Mary is more than just 
a gifted and dedicated gardener; in fact, Mary is a woman of 
many hats. Mary has been practicing and teaching herbal 
medicine for more than 30 years and is a graduate of the 
Chartered herbalist program with Dominion Herbal College. 
Mary has taught herbal medicine at Colorado Mountain 
College and new this season, Mary will be teaching herbal 
medicine at Elk Stone Farms through its Community 
Supported Agriculture program.  

Also new this season, Mary will be leading an herbal “meet 
up” group of people who share an interest in learning more 
about how to use herbs as medicine. The group’s first meeting 
was in YRBP’s Medicinal Garden.

Mary is also a Naturalist for Yampatika. On any given warm 
summer day, she may be your guide hiking one of the area’s 
many mountain trails pointing out native plants and how they 
could perhaps aid in healing what ails you. Or she may explain 
how Fireweed is not only edible but is one of the first plants 
to reappear after a fire.  Mary is also a chemist – of sorts – 
with a line of her own herbal products which are sold locally. 
And Mary is an author who co-wrote the award-winning book: 
“Edible & Medicinal Plants of the Southern Rockies.” 

After spending much of the winter working at Ace Hardware, 
Mary has once again donned her gardener’s hat and is more 
than ready to get her hands back into the earth. “I’m excited 
to be back in the gardens – the plants are my friends and I’ve 
missed them over the winter,” she said. 
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Membership Renewal Reminder

 ☐ Check Enclosed $             Questions? 970-846-5172 • office@yrbp.org • www.yrbp.org

☐ Penstemon - $10,000+
☐ Forget-Me-Not - $5,000+
☐ Sego Lily - $2,000+
☐ Shooting Star - $1,000+

☐ Sunflower - $500+
☐ Trillium - $250+
☐ Columbine - $100+

  ☐ Individual - $40
  ☐ Family - $60
  ☐ Business - $100

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS:DONATION LEVELS:

Russ Atha

Evlyn Berge

Karen Bomberg

Angela Cosby

Cales Givens

Sally Hertzog

Madison Keeffe

Georgianne Nelson

Bill Sauter

Jennifer MacNeil – Executive Director 

Name:  Business Name:  

Address:  

City/state/zip:  

Telephone:  E-mail: 

In Honor / Memory of:  ☐ Check here to subscribe to our E-Newsletter

I WANT TO VOLUNTEER:

(Circle One)

To donate by Visa/Mastercard, please visit www.yvcf.org/park and click on Become a Member. 
To Donate with a check, please send your check with this form to: 

Yampa River Botanic Park, P.O. Box 776269, Steamboat Springs, CO, 80477.

☐ Gardening ☐ Serve on the Board ☐ Guided Tours ☐ Plant Inventory

☐ Plant Labeling ☐ Events  ☐ Tool Care ☐ Music on the Green

WWW.YRBP.ORG

@yrbotanicpark

@yampariverbotanicpark
#yampariverbotanicpark


